
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cressida Heyes is an outstanding graduate student 

mentor. Former Canada Research Chair in Philosophy 

of Gender and Sexuality at the University of Alberta, Dr. 

Heyes supports students wanting to challenge 

orthodoxies while reaching the highest standards of 

scholarship, as well as helping them navigate the political 

challenges of academic careers skillfully and thoughtfully. 

Her mentoring work reflects a deep determination to 

help diverse individuals find ways of flourishing within 

the university, and former and current graduate students 

write eloquently about her mentorship and the 

significance of her guidance for their subsequent studies 

and careers. 

Dr. Heyes encourages, inspires, and supports 

students to reach their full potential in ways that are 

tailored to each individual. Many of the students with 

whom she has worked have faced significant barriers to 

feeling at home in their academic disciplines. Both their 

research interests and their personal identities have 

positioned them at the margins of their fields. Dr. Heyes’ 

response is to foster intellectual and pedagogical 

creativity among her graduate students, and to break 

down the barriers of traditional academic disciplines. 

“Under Dr. Heyes’ mentorship, I have become a better 

writer, a better critical thinker, and a better teacher,” 

writes a former student. “Ultimately, I am a better 

philosopher in every regard.” 

In doing this work, she contributes to the 

transformation of the university itself—so that it may 

become a place where diverse individuals and their 

intellectual projects may find a home. “She a model of 

professionalism and integrity, and of what it is to be a 

good academic – as a researcher, an administrator, a 

teacher, a supervisor, and a mentor.” 

 

Cressida Heyes is Professor of Political Science and former 

Canada Research Chair in Philosophy of Gender and Sexuality 

at the University of Alberta. She teaches feminist philosophy 

and political theory at all levels, and supervises and mentors 

M.A. and Ph.D. students in a variety of disciplines from her 

home departments of Philosophy and Political Science. 
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